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HH (54) Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SYNCHRONIZING DIGITAL VIDEO USING A BEACON PACKET 

(57) Abstract: The invention disclosed utilizes a broad- 
cast receiver configured to receive digital packets which 
contains timestamps. When a timestamp is detected in 
the set top box a time base is compared to determine any 
time difference between the current and last timestamp so 
as adjustments can be made to synchronize the data re- 
ception rate with the head end. The set top box further 
communicates that difference through a wireless access 
point which in addition to transmitting its internal tim- 
ing beacon, also sends the time difference to its basic ser- 
vices set so as adjustments can be made in its time base. 
These changes in the rate of the wireless access point bea- 
con and the affect upon the wireless station VCXO have a 
corresponding effect on the rate at which the video data is 
consumed and therefore reduce the risk of buffer under- 
flow/overflow. 
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(57) Abstract: A WLAN compliant device (142, Fig. 1) 
which comprises a VCXO ( 144), a MAC, a decoder (150) 
which outputs video wherein said device compares time 
stamps to obtain a difference. 
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